BUILDING POTENTIAL FUTURES FOR

THORNCLIFFE PARK

“It has been very exciting to work with the University of Toronto’s Planning
Program in developing these ideas and strategies. They understand the
energy and logic of grassroots and have endless imagination and creativity.
They see the interconnectedness of all of the elements that go into making
a lively community. I hope these ideas will inspire Thorncliffe Park and other
communities to get involved in bringing projects to life in their neighbourhoods.”
                    -  Sabina Ali, Thorncliffe Park Women’s  Committee

Thorncliffe Park is a truly remarkable neighbourhood of Toronto. With a high
density population from a wide diversity of backgrounds, we increasingly see
people settle into the neighbourhood in ways not anticipated when Thorncliffe
Park was originally planned in the 1950s. Pedestrians
rule a neighbourhood
Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee
designed for automobiles, community gardens are springing to life, and thriving
informal economies serve many of the neighbourhood’s needs.
Members of the Women’s Committee,
from left: Asiya Sohail, Sabina Ali, and
Zakia Rahime.

Through a series of workshops held since September 2015, the students of the
University of Toronto’s Urban Planning Program have been inspired by these
informal strategies. In particular, they were struck by the Thorncliffe Park Women’s
Committee’s ability to mobilize members of the community in order to make RV
Burgess park the heart and soul of the neighbourhood.
Our design approach builds upon the community’s strengths and assets and
aspires to spread such dynamism throughout Thorncliffe Park through a series of
community engagement projects and strategic partnerships.
In the following pages, we present a number of interventions at different scales to
act as a springboard for thinking about potential ideas that can be to be brought
to life in the next 24 hours, 24 days, 24 months or even 24 years! We invite you to
considerWritten
these proposals
as aWebb
toolkit of possibilities that you can pick and choose
by Margaret
from and
pursue
further
in
order
to meet your needs and aspirations.
Design by Pat Dumas-Hudecki
All photos by Kevin Konnyu, except where noted

We hope the following resource will spark an interest in you, as you think about
what role you might play in helping build the future potential of Thorncliffe Park!
With support from The George Cedric Metcalf Charitable Foundation

THORNCLIFFE PARK
WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

metcalffoundation.com

tpwomenscomm.org

SITES OF POTENTIAL INTERVENTION

RV
BURGESS
PARK

INTRODUCTION

EAST YORK
TOWN CENTRE
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MAKING
CHANGE HAPPEN
MAKING
CHANGE
HAPPEN
INITIATE

ENGAGE

ENVISION

CO-CREATE

Look through this guide
and choose an intervention

Reach out and involve
as many peple as possible

Identify required resources.
What will you need and
How will you get them?

Experiment in small scale
and test pilot projects

Find out what is
already being done

Identify key stakeholders

Identify a common goal

Implement Changes

Identify existing assets and
informal strategies in the
neighbourhood

Form your core task force
and create partnerships

Plan your course of action

See change happen!

WHICH RESOURCES
USE? CHANGE HAPPEN
HELPFUL
RESOURCESCAN
TO I MAKE
You do not have to do it alone! There are resources and assets Throughout this booklet, you will see alphabet codes

You
notinterventions.
have toEach
doof it
alone!
are
resources
and
in your neighbourhood and the city. Throughout this booklet, you
next to do
proposed
these
alphabetsThere
are linked to
resources
you can use to
make assets
change happen.
For example, a code ‘ACDG’ would mean that for that speciﬁc intervention, the resources
will see Resource Codes next to proposed interventions. Each of the letters in the codes are resources available for you to make
change happen. For example, a code ‘ACFM’ would mean that for that specific intervention, the resources available to you are A:
Tower Renewal Office, C: Recipe for Community, F: Greenthumbs, and M:Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee.

City Sponsored Programs
Renewal Office
A Tower
www.toronto.ca/towerrenewal

and Recreation
B Parks
www.toronto.ca/parks
for Community
C Recipe
https://torontofoundation.ca/recipe-for-community
Development, Finance, and Administration
D Social
Strong Neighbourhoods Strategy 2020

Greening

E Evergreen
Green Grants and School Ground Greening

http://www.evergreen.ca/get-involved/funding-opportunities/

F

Greenthumbs
Lesson Plans for planting in schools
http://greenthumbsto.org/tools/lesson-plans-worksheets/

Youth Employment

Trillium Foundation
GOntario
Youth Opportunities Fund
http://www.otf.ca/yof

Summer Jobs
H Canada
Services for Youth

http://www.youth.gc.ca/eng/topics/jobs/csj.shtml

Foundation
I Toronto
Vital People, Vital Youth, and Vital Ideas Grants
https://torontofoundation.ca/grants

Neighbourhood Resources

J

Rob Oliphant
Member of Parliament for Thorncliffe Park
roboliphantmp.ca (416) 467-7275

Jon Burnside
K Councillor
City Councillor for Ward 26 Don Valley West

Councillor_Burnside@toronto.ca (416) 392-0215

Park Neighbourhood Office
L Thorncliffe
http://www.thorncliffe.org (416) 467-0126
Park Women’s Committee
M Thorncliffe
info@tpwomenscomm.org (647) 203-2545
Way
N United
Building Strong Neighbourhoods Strategy

http://www.unitedwaytyr.com/strong-neighbourhoods

Foundation
O Metcalf
http://metcalffoundation.com/about-metcalf/
Metcalf Foundation Grants database
http://metcalffoundation.com/grants/

Genius
P Diasporic
http://www.diasporicgenius.com/
for Social Innovation
Q Centre
http://socialinnovation.ca/

A CALL TO ACTION
TORONTO
TORONTO

15 m2

park space / person

THORNCLIFFEPARK
PARK
THORNCLIFFE

0.63 m2

park space / person
RV Burgess Park

0.12 m2

community space / person
Jenner Jean-Marie
Community Centre

MAP OF CITY-SPONSORED PROGRAMS AND
DEPARTMENTS INVESTED IN NEIGHBOURHOOD

PROCESSES

The map above illustrates a network of linkages to achieve meaningful neighbourhood change. By forming partnerships around shared
goals and visions, community organizations and residents can build the momentum for change using existing resources. The City of Toronto’s
Parks and Recreation Department, Recipe for Community and Tower Renewal are interested in making positive neighbourhood change.
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ECONOMY

Many of Thorncliffe Park’s informal economic actors operate from their homes in the residential apartment towers. Apart from Thorncliffe
Park Women’s Committee’s weekly summer Night Market, the neighborhood offers few options for affordable commercial spaces in which
to exchange goods and services. In our efforts to further empower local entrepreneurs, we propose a set of spaces for these businesses
and informal activities to thrive at their own pace. These spaces are informed by the logic of informality and operate on a temporal basis at
different scales throughout the neighborhood.

carpooling

The cross-section to the left provides insight into
the many informal economies that take place in the
apartment towers of Thorncliffe Park. The catalogue of
temporary structures below offers a range of options for
bringing these activities into the public realm.

catering
cleaning services
money transfers
spa services
student tutoring
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INFORMAL ECONOMIES

babysitting service

!

market
stall
Pop-Uppopup
Market
Stall
London, UK
London,
UKmarket stall
popup
!

London, UK

OPTION 1: MODULAR STRUCTURES

One flexible and informal design strategy is the use of temporary modular structures that can be adapted and arranged in different
configurations to best suit the needs of the community. These structures may include adapted shipping containers and other prefabricated
modular structures. The structures can be rented out to a variety of collectives and individuals under different tenure agreements at low
rates. The aim is to encourage entrepreneurialism and provide affordable and flexible spaces for the community’s informal activities in all
shapes and forms.

CAFE IN THE
PARK
The Thorncliffe Park Women’s
Committee is in the midst of applying
for an exciting new opportunity in
the community: a cafe in the park.
In collaboration with Market 707
at the Scadding Court Community
Centre, the cafe would provide parents
and students with a space to meet and
relax, while also providing employment
opportunities for local youth.

‘Cafe in the Park’ Proposal for the Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee; Resource Code: ABCM

ECONOMY

Alternate pop-up cafe option making use of vacant parking stalls; Resource Code: BKMO
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OPTION 2: REPURPOSING BIG BOX RETAIL

The repurposing of “dead space”, such as the vacant Target store in the East York Town Centre, presents another strategy to support
informal economies and activities. We propose transforming the big box store into a community hub that serves as an accessible place of
employment, learning, and leisure in Thorncliffe Park. Obtaining the space on a short-term, reduced- rate lease would allow the community
to spearhead pilot initiatives they currently lack the space to undertake. The cross-section below shows some of these possibilities, such as
a year-round indoor marketplace for local vendors and offices and meeting spaces for community groups. The aim is to make more effective
use of existing indoor and outdoor spaces in ways that are economically beneficial to the property owner and the community.

Existing Target Exterior

Proposed Interior

POTENTIAL OUTCOME
Depending on their preferences and goals, entrepreneurs and community organizations could move their businesses and projects fluidly
between modular structures (Option 1), this potential community hub, and the ground floor retail spaces in the residential apartment
buildings (Option 3). Resource Code: NOQ

OPTION 3: COMMUNITY WEALTH BUILDING

Throughout the City, local grassroots and community-based organizations have begun to rethink traditional forms of economic development
in lower-income neighbourhoods. These projects use the neighbourhood as a strategic starting point for building relationships with broader
economic justice movements and systems-change efforts. Interventions that fall under this branch of economic possibilities include living
wage campaigns, community land trusts, and anchor-based development. Ultimately, these approaches aim to democratize community
ownership and control over land, money, and labour.

ALTERNATIVE
ZONING
The City of Toronto is currently developing a new
zoning bylaw that would allow for commercial
uses at the ground level of residential apartment
buildings, similar to Zee Convenience and Alisha
Boutique. The Residential Apartment Commercial
(RAC) Zoning could be equitably implemented
in Thorncliffe Park if it prioritizes affordable
commercial space for local informal businesses or
cooperatives that are located within the towers.
Resource Code: A
RAC zoned areas in the neighbourhood

COMMUNITY
OWNERSHIP

Small business spaces located on the ground floor of residential apartment buildings
in the community

In order to create a sustainable, inclusive economy,
it is useful to look to other examples for inspiration.
One example is the Parkdale Community Land
Trust, which aims to acquire land through collective
community ownership. Land Trusts are used as
a mechanism to protect affordable community
assets. Another example is the anchor-based
cooperative model in Cleveland, which relies on
the economic power of local anchor institutions
- such as hospitals, universities, and banks - to
support cooperatives that create decent jobs and
hire local residents.

ECONOMY

Example from Evergreen Cooperatives in Cleveland, Ohio
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GREEN SPACES

Although there is no lack of greenspace in Thorncliffe Park, there are few places for people to sit, meet, share ideas and be neighbours - the
main ingredients of community building.
We envision ‘waking up’ some of the sleeping spaces between and behind our buildings, and at their entranceways. We’ve played with
the many ways that our community, in collaboration with property owners, could help transform our neighbourhood into a string of lively
nodes of community building through the process of collectively creating spaces. The more welcoming we make spaces, the more they
come to life.

GARDENS
The long wait-list for community
gardens draws attention to the
need for more innovative foodgrowing sites. Using recycled
pallets to build raised beds,
front entranceways can become
more social spaces.
Resource Code: CEFOM

ORCHARD
An orchard could generate
employment and facilitate
education, while providing fresh
fruit and a delightful public
space.
Resource Code: EGH
Refer to Resources Section for
recommended plant species
lists.

Designing and building community spaces could be achieved through youth mentorships, summer employment programs and community
engagement, building skills, growing stewardship, and creating jobs in the process.
Working with found materials and accessible designs can bring a green space redesign with in the grasp and budget of the community. This
allows residents to become more responsible for maintaining some open spaces, meaning vibrant meeting places and less grass to mow!

RAVINE
Ravine entrances could be enlivened
with paint, planting, and seating.
The more welcoming the entrances
become, the more people will use
them and the less these places will be
feared.
Resource Code: BMEP

TEMPORAL
Using simple DIY mobile furniture, an
empty space can be animated on a
temporary basis for those of all ages.
Sheltered seating makes great social
spaces at all times of day.
Resource Code: GL

ENTRANCES
COMMUNITY

Rethinking building entrances to
prioritize pedestrians enhances the
feeling of human-scale spaces for
casual conversations.
Resource Code: AGIL
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FOCUS SITES

Thorncliffe Park was founded on the idea of creating a great place for families to live, work, and play. Many of the buildings themselves were
designed with the intention of fostering a lively and social community, but have since lost amenities like pools and recreation rooms. We
looked specifically at the original designs for 85 and 95 Thorncliffe Park Drive, the Leaside Towers, and we found grand plans for a Thorncliffe
Park Recreation Centre. This design feature was never fully realized, apart from the scaled down pool and fitness centre for building
residents. With city programs like Tower Renewal, the City of Toronto is looking for ways to motivate property owners to reconfigure spaces
in their buildings to better accommodate the needs of their residents and provide tower communities with a range of amenities that are
now mandatory in new developments.

Archival images of Community Centre (unrealized)

POTENTIAL OUTCOME
The property that 85 and 95 are situated on have the potential
for improving the connection from the neighbourhood to Overlea
bridge and the Flemingdon side of the ravine. By inviting people
to move through the space, we could establish a lively community
anchor that could take on a number of forms.

Potential plaza and integrated community space
In these renderings we have envisioned what the space could be
if we revisited the original designs and built in community space
for Thorncliffe Park. The space could be transformed into a public
plaza. When tools like the forthcoming Residential Apartment
Commercial Zoning (RAC Zoning) open up the legal framework
for cafes and other vendors to move into the main floors of tower
apartment buildings, great new public spaces can start popping up
around the neighbourhood. Resource Code: ABJK

Reimagining the property as a community space

Over the years a growing awareness has emerged that Thorncliffe is under-served in the amount of community space it has compared with
other neighbourhoods. As new developments move into the neighbourhood Section 37 community benefits could be leveraged to fund the
much needed services and improvments.
LEASIDE PARK- The benefit of Leaside Park is that it already has activities to attract people. It holds a baseball and soccer field, tennis courts,
a swimming pool, a playground, and a community garden. Despite these facilities the park continues to be underutilized and lacks a steady
stream of visitors. In addressing Leaside Park, the intention behind the design is to attract more people to simply walk around and enjoy
the park and to take in the view of the Toronto skyline. A further inspiration for the site stems from the City of Toronto initiative, Recipe
for Community, which exists as a program under Tower Renewal. Recipe for Community builds its strategy around four pillars: community
engagement and capacity building, food, community gathering, and neighborhood beautification.

Neighbourhood beautification strategy to animate the park

A youth-driven bike hub to promote active transportation and
skills development

Low-cost modular bleachers to provide seating and shade

COMMUNITY

In conforming with the pillars of Recipe for Community, design
strategies for Leaside Park include a youth-led bike repair shop to
offer lessons and skills development, improved walkways and bike
lanes, the upgrading of the community garden, modular seating
and bleachers surrounding the baseball diamond and soccer field,
colorful banners as a strategy for placemaking, increased lighting,
tree planting to hide parking lots, the planting of additional flower
beds, and modular vending stations to sell food items and other
goods. These interventions are low-cost and help create a vibrant
community hub whereby people convene for activity or to simply
enjoy strolling through the colorful, warm, and active space. The
designs here show a vision of what the application of Recipe for
Community could look like in Leaside Park. Resource Code: BCDG
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CONNECTIONS
ACCESSIBLE {Marriam-Webster dictionary definition}
1: providing access
2a : capable of being reached; also : being within reach
2b : easy to communicate or deal with
3: capable of being used or seen : available

Publicly Owned Buildings: High
Accessibility
Publicly Owned Open Space:
High Accessibility

Publicly Owned Buildings: High
Accessibility
Publicly Owned Open Space:
High Accessibility
Privately Owned Buildings/
Roads: Low Accessibility

Privately Owned Open Space:
Medium Accessibility
Privately Owned Accessible
Buildings: Low Accessibility
Privately Owned Buildings/
Roads: Low Accessibility

Existing Degrees of Accessibility

Potential Degrees of Accessibility

Improving accessibility means building connections between the
amenities of the neighbourhood and the people that live there.
These potential solutions provide not only physical improvements to
important vehicular, pedestrian, and cycling infrastructure, but also
strive to embed them more deeply into the lives of the people that
use them.

Enhanced pedestrian path and bike lane on Overlea Bridge

Important connecting routes and destinations

Night market and entrance to ravine

Walking is a primary mode of travel for many residents. Pathways between residential buildings and other points of interest act as primary
arteries for this movement. Despite being such well-traveled routes, many of these pathways have fallen into disrepair and don’t reflect their
prominent role in the neighbourhood. The proposed pathway solutions provide recommendations for the City and private property owners
to improve these critical routes. New connections will make traveling around the community easier and will focus on connecting people
to the spaces that are most important and most frequented by them. Suggested improvements enhance the experience of the space, and
proposed activities along these corridors highlight the culture and entrepreneurship of the neighbourhood.

PATHWAYS
This image depicts the central walkway of the neighbourhood,
which connects the community centre, RV Burgess Park, the
elementary school, and East York Town Centre. This critical
path is reimagined as an active and dynamic pedestrian space.
Potential for informal activities are introduced, such as a
temporary flea market or art exhibit, which allows for flexible
use which can be adapted to the interests of the residents.
New screening techniques, such as wooden screens and shrub
plantings, hide the harsh metal fencing and adjacent parking
lots. The purpose of these interventions is to re-establish
these walking routes as places for enjoyment and activity, not
merely a means of navigating the neighbourhood.
Resource Code: BCKM

EXISTING CONDITION - There are no sidewalks provided, forcing
pedestrians to use the vehicular driveway as the main walkway to
the community park.

COMMUNITY
SPACE
AVAILABLE SPACE

Jenner Jean-Marie
Community Centre

POSSIBLE SOLUTION - With intervention from the City, the lane and
parallel parking stalls can be reduced to create an inviting and safe
pathway.
Resource Code: BJK and the property manager

ACCESSIBLE SPACES

AVAILABLE SPACE

Jenner Jean-Marie
Community Centre
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STREETSCAPE

There is a lot of land in Thorncliffe Park, in fact, it is one of the most valuable assets of the community. However, through a combination of
narrow walkways and inconvenient access routes, the pedestrian and community experience is compromised. The large properties of the
residential buildings that flank the road and walkways on either side are surrounded by fences, making the space feel claustrophobic and
unwelcoming. Through interventions on the part of both the private landowners and the City of Toronto, these spaces can be reconfigured
to provide an improved social environment that encourages active transportation such as walking and biking. More importantly, though, it
can reclaim the excess open space in the neighbourhood for the people that live there.

Location of current perimeter fencing

POTENTIAL OUTCOME

Potential areas for improvement

This example illustrates the impact that combined City and private landowner
involvement can have on improving the community experience along Thorncliffe
Park Drive. The thinning of the road has allowed for the possible inclusion of
a double bike lane, and a widened sidewalk accommodates larger volumes
of people and groups walking together. The removal of the fences along the
private properties helps to make the space more inviting and opens up the
land to more active use, providing areas for small pop-up markets and social
gathering. New gardens, street furniture, and additional trees create a vibrant,
welcoming environment for the community. What’s most exciting, though, is
that the largest connecting route of the neighbourhood is reclaimed as a space
for the community.

COMMUNITY SPACE
AVAILABLE SPACE
EXISTING CONDITION - The narrow sidewalks, imposing property
fences, and wide road with no separated bike lane means the
streetscape is not an inviting space for pedestrians, cyclists or the
community in general.

COMMUNITY SPACE
AVAILABLE SPACE
CITY SOLUTION - With intervention from the City, the road can be
thinned to provide bike lanes, wider sidewalks and more green
space.
Resource Code: JK

Thorncliffe Park Drive is an underutilized five-lane road that also serves as the main walking route through the community. With these
recommendations, the street is re-imagined as a space for people, not just for cars. The streetscape cross-sections demonstrate the ways
in which the existing space can be reconfigured to allow for more activity along the street. These three solutions illustrate the amount of
community space that can be gained through each type of intervention - one which takes place on City-owned land, one which takes place
on private property, and one ultimate solution reconfiguring both public and private land as accessible open space. The purpose of these
diagrams is not to prescribe a solution. Instead, they highlight the potential of the valuable existing resources of the community.

WHAT THORNCLIFFE PARK DRIVE COULD BE - In the scenario proposed above, there are bike lanes added, the pedestrian path has been
widened, and the apartment building properties have been opened to create space for new gardens, seating and shelters. Interventions
such as these help transform the primary travel route through the neighbourhood, Thorncliffe Park Drive , into a truly great street!

PRIVATE LANDOWNER SOLUTION - With intervention from the
private landowners, the property fences can be removed and the
large properties opened up as open spaces for the enjoyment and
use of the community.
Resource Code: AM

COMMUNITY SPACE
AVAILABLE SPACE
COMBINED SOLUTION - With input from both the City and the private
land owners one of the most valuable assets of the community, land,
can be re-imagined as a vibrant community space, that supports
active transportation such as walking and cycling.
Resource Code: AMJK

ACCESSIBLE SPACES

COMMUNITY SPACE
AVAILABLE SPACE
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RESOURCES
GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS

AFFORDABILITY: ensuring designs and improvements can be financially secured by city programs or resident cooperation
ANCHORING: creating conditions that make a specific site an attractive community hub with a variety of activities for all interests and ages
APARTMENT COMMERCIAL ZONING: under this Zoning By-law, an apartment building can have shops and commerce on the ground floor
COMMUNITY WEALTH BUILDING: democratizing community assets and promoting community control over land, money, and labour
COOPERATIVE: jointly owned and democratically controlled business
INFILL DEVELOPMENT: building on vacant land or land that is not being used to its full potential
MODULAR: built with different pieces or “modules”, can be easily assembled or dissembled
INFORMALITY: actors, processes, and uses of space that operate independently of, yet coexist with, formal economic, governance, and
legal frameworks
RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT COMMERCIAL (RAC) ZONING: zoning that permits a number of small-scale commercial and community uses on
apartment building sites
RETROFIT: adding to a building or a property to make it function better than it did when it was originally designed
TENURE: possession or ownership of an asset, such as land
TOWER RENEWAL: a permanent City program that will seeks to drive broad environmental, social, economic, and cultural change by
improving Toronto’s concrete apartment towers and the neighbourhoods that surround them
PALLET: a flat, wood, transport structure that is usually used to transport goods, but can be re-used for many other purposes (such as
furniture, planter boxes, herb gardens, etc)
PLANT LIST: WINTER INTEREST
SHRUBS
Cedar
Ninebark
Chokeberry
Pine
Hemlock
Red Osier Dogwood
Holly
Rhododendron
Hydrangea
Spruce
Juniper
Winterberry
PLANT LIST: WILDLIFE GARDEN
SHRUBS
PERENNIALS
Carolina Rose
Coneflower
Saskatoon Berry
Sunflower
Serviceberry
Thistle
Winterberry
Tickseed

PLANT LIST: SENSORY/THERAPEUTIC
PERENNIALS
Sage
Coneflower
Salvia
Daylily
Yarrow
Evening Primrose
Lavender
Lemon Balm
Lemongrass
Lemon Thyme
PLANT LIST: POLLINATOR GARDEN
SHRUBS
PERENNIALS
Hydrangea
Allium
Ninebark
Aster
Summersweet
Beard Tongue
Verbena
Bee Balm
White Fringe Tree
Blazing Star
Blue False Indigo
Bugbane

PERENNIALS
Coneflower
Fountain Grass
Grasses
Little Bluestem
Northern Sea Oats
Thistle
GRASSES
Northern Sea Oats
Switch Grass
Little Bluestem

GARDEN
GRASSES
Fountain Grass
Maiden Grass
Mosquito Grass

Butterfly Weed
Chelone
Columbine
Coneflower
Delphinium
Geranium
Milkweed*

Joe Pye Weed
Phlox
Tickseed
Yarrow

*Potentially harmful
if consumed in large
quantities

THE TEAM
Aseem Inam Ph.D. is the John Bousfield
Distinguished Visitor at the University of Toronto
and the Director of TRULAB: Laboratory for
Designing Urban Transformation. Previously, he
was the founding Director of the highly innovative
Graduate Program in Urban Practice at the Parsons
School of Design in New York City. His practice has
focused on urban transformation in Brazil, Canada,
France, Greece, Haiti, India and the United States.
Contact: aseem.inam@utoronto.ca

Lauren Haein An is a Master of Science in Urban
Planning Candidate at the University of Toronto.
Influenced by her training in architectural design,
her interests are in the way built environment
influences people’s interaction with the city and
with each other. She is passionate about the
potential of well-designed public spaces and
sidewalks to encourage accessibility and healthy
living.
Contact: haein.an@mail.utoronto.ca

Kelsey Carriere Through her Masters of Urban
Planning, Kelsey is exploring the role design
and community engagement can play in the
sustainable transformation of our cities. Her
past work in developing the Pedestrian Sundays
in Kensington Market has informed the insatiable
sense of possibility that fuels her work.
Contact: kelseycarrieremail@gmail.com

Stephanie Cirnu is passionate about creative infill
development, inclusive design and activating
public spaces. Her background in Psychology and
Urban Planning has shaped her understanding
of the relationship between behavior and the
built environment, which she is excited to further
explore in practice with Parks and Recreation at
the City of Toronto this summer.
Contact: stephanie.cirnu@mail.utoronto.ca

Michael Hoelscher is a first-year Master of Science
in Urban Planning candidate at the University
of Toronto. His past research and experience in
international development have helped shape his
worldview which supports neighborhood change
systems that encourage equity, poverty-reduction,
and inclusive participation.
Contact: m.hoelscher@mail.utoronto.ca

Andrew Walker is a visual artist and Master
of Science in Urban Planning candidate at
the University of Toronto. He is interested in
exploring urban planning and design as a tool
for strengthening local identity and community
empowerment.
Contact: andrew.walker@mail.utoronto.ca

Louise Willard is a Master of Science in Urban
Planning candidate at the University of Toronto.
She is interested in how we (as a province, city, or
community) develop collaborative strategies and
processes that are actionable and measurable.
She’s excited to develop this experience as an
intern at the Ontario Growth Secretariat this
summer.
Contact: louise.willard@mail.utoronto.ca

Jennifer Williamson is a practicing landscape
architect with four years of experience, currently
working with the MBTW Group located in
Thorncliffe Park. Her interests lie in the social and
environmental impact that multidisciplinary and
collaborative design and planning can have on
communities.
Contact: jen.williamson@mail.utoronto.ca

Mercedes Sharpe Zayas is a second year Master
of Science candidate in Urban Planning at the
University of Toronto. Her internships with the
TD Centre of Learning in Regent Park, the City of
Toronto’s Economic Development and Culture
Division, and the Metcalf Foundation’s Inclusive
Local Economies Program have informed her
commitment to equitable policy development and
community-driven change in Toronto.
Contact: mercedes.sharpezayas@mail.utoronto.ca

RESOURCES

The Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee is
devoted to developing and implementing public
space enhancement projects in Thorncliffe Park.
They are a culturally diverse group who welcomes
all interested women and invites them to join in
the process of identifying the needs of local public
spaces and planning strategies for change that will
have a direct positive impact on the community.
Website: www.tpwomenscomm.org
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STARTS WITH
YOU! CHANGE
EMPOWERING
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THORNCLIFFE PARK
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
https://thorncliffedesign.wordpress.com

